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Intent

“What Geography can offer pupils is taking those 
experiences of the here and now and placing them in 
the context of where they live, what their communities 
are like, what their links are locally, and what their links 
are globally. It enhances their sense of identity in the 
here and now. Geography offers an amazing 
combination of being able to study your local area, 
relate it to your local experience and life knowledge 
and compare it with other areas and experiences, 
ideal for „schools linking up and sharing experiences‟. 
This is where fieldwork becomes vitally important.”  

[Dr Rita Gardiner, Royal Geographical Society]  

At Shinewater Primary school geography is structured 
around the key ideas of place, space and the 
environment. It is concerned with geographical skills, 
understanding places, and aspects of human and 
physical geography including environmental issues. 
Geography helps pupils to provoke and provide 
questions about the natural and human aspects of 
the world and an understanding of their place in it. A 
significant number of pupils at Shinewater come from 
different parts of the world and geography helps them 
make sense of  the world around them and identify 
commonalities and differences. Similarly, through 
geography we explore Britishness and help the 
children understand the changing story of human 
geography in Britain.



Intent

The geography curriculum at Shinewater enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other 
curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills.  

We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for 
the rest of their lives; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and 
natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 
The curriculum is designed to develop knowledge and skills that are progressive, as well as transferable, throughout their 
time at Shinewater Primary and also to their further education and beyond.



Implementation
Geography at Shinewater is taught as 
part of our “Learning Adventure” 
approach. Teachers have identified 
the key knowledge and skills of each 
blocked topic and consideration has 
been given to ensure progression 
across topics throughout each year 
group across the school.  

At the beginning of each Learning 
Adventure, children are able to 
convey what they know already as 
well as what they would like to find 
out. This informs the programme of 
study and also ensures that lessons 
are relevant and take account of 
children’s different starting points.  

Cross curricular outcomes in 
geography are specifically planned for 
e.g. in Y4 the use of case studies in 
Mexico provides links with Art-
creating death masks and, in English, 
developing a travel brochure. The 
local area is fully utilised to achieve 
the desired outcomes, with extensive 
opportunities for learning outside the 
classroom embedded in practice.



Implementation

Geographical investigations take place outside the classroom as 
well as inside. There is a strong emphasis on the study of our local 
environment and this is complemented by field trips to Eastbourne 
beach, the South Downs National Park and the Seven Sisters. The 
school carries out litter picking and is part of the Plastic Free 
Eastbourne Campaign.  

The teachers make full use of our amazing grounds and the school 
has also invested in an Outdoor Learning Specialist Teacher who 
teaches amongst other things, Forest School, Beach School and 
matters surrounding conservation, art and science. The children 
have regular speakers and lecturers to help them explore the 
wonders of the natural environment and these have included the 
RSPB, So Sussex, the Wildlife Trust and Greenpeace. The school 
promotes geographical vocabulary development and oracy in 
these lessons and a robust scheme of work has been developed.  

On a global level the school is proactive in using current affairs to 
investigate human geography for example refugees and the impact 
of war. Pupils are taught how to compare place and localities and 
during their time at Shinewater will study several localities. At key 
stage 1 they will study their own local area and will complement 
this by studying another locality in either the United Kingdom or 
elsewhere in the world. At key stage 2 three localities must be 
studied: their local area; a contrasting locality in the UK and an 
area overseas. Gather assemblies will be used to extend current 
affairs thinking and will enable pupils to discuss and debate issues 
in the news.



Geographical Enquiry Skills
Geographical enquiry skills may include:  

1. The use of maps  

• Drawing plans and maps; using symbols;  

• Understanding direction;  

• Using small-scale maps, like atlas maps;  

• Making route maps;  

• Understanding map perspective, namely the view from above;  

• Identifying features of different types, for example an individual building compared to housing estate.  

2. Reading photographs and pictures  

• Identify particular features in the photograph, for example buildings and people;  

• Develop a sense of the photograph showing a scene, for example a busy shopping street;  

• Deduce further information from the evidence  

3. Fieldwork techniques  

• Identifying a focus for study, for example river flow; deciding on the most appropriate methods for undertaking it 
considering how best to record the data gathered while outside, for example on a prepared chart or a data program in 
a laptop computer.



Impact
Outcomes of geographical learning 
can be evidenced in pupil 
“Learning Adventure” books, 
displays and through collating pupil 
voice-pupils are able to articulate 
what they have learnt. As children 
progress throughout the school, 
they develop a deep knowledge, 
understanding an appreciation of 
their local area and its place within 
the wider geographical context.  

Geographical understanding, as 
well as children’s spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development is 
further supported by the school’s 
links with our community and 
enrichment experiences. Children 
are able to learn about careers 
related to geography from 
members of the local and wider 
community with specialist skills 
and knowledge, ensuring that they 
are well prepared for the next steps 
of their education.



Subject Map
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