
Week 8

Shinewater Primary School
“Together We Shine!”

Design and Shine Days
Shinewater pupils have been carrying out Design and Shine 

activities this week. This incorporates DT, oracy, problem solving 
and teamwork. All of our school values have been threaded 

throughout these lesson. A huge amount of learning has taken 
place, not least if at first you don’t succeed… 

The results have been amazing and we most certainly have some 
engineers of the future at our school. GO TEAM SHINE!

Olympic Athlete Visits Shinewater

Homework
The homework completed by the 

children this term has been simply 
phenomenal. Thank you for 

supporting your child. Reading at 
home is also on the increase. This 

is very much appreciated.

"Shinewater would love to say a massive thank you to 
National Champion runner Frederick Afrifa for coming into 
school last Wednesday! Fred led years 1-6 through a 
fantastic morning of fitness and fun; running a big fitness 
circuit in the main hall. Afterwards, Fred did assemblies for 
KS1 and KS2 talking about his running and his attempt at 
Ninja Warrior! The pupils were left inspired by Fred's 
dedication to his sport and how he never gave up in his 
pursuit of winning! His lasting message is one that not only 
stuck with the children but with staff as well...
KEEP MOVING FORWARD!
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Attendance Matters 

Government target 97%.

Shinewater Term 1
Class Percentage Attendance  

Squirrels 95%
Hedgehogs 92%

1SS 97%
1HM 92%
2CH 95%
2JM 95%
3LC 95%
3KD 95%
4SD 95%
4MB 95%
5BM 96%
5HE 92%
6KJ 94%
6LS 96%

Star 
class
1SS
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Little Sunshines News 
Such a jam-packed first term for the nursery! We have been finding out about ourselves and our 
place as part of the wider community. From exploring our homes, families and pets to meeting 
Sussex Police, it has been so exciting. Thank you so much to our lovely parents who have been 
helping us to enrich the children's experiences; Richard and Frankie for bringing in the lorry, Jodie for 
explaining her job as a carer and Kirsty for allowing us to meet her tortoise and bearded dragons!
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EYFS-A Great Start to Big School!

We are so proud at how well 
reception children have 
done this term. They have 
settled very well and are 
accessing the 
resources independently to 
further their learning. 

We have loved subitising in and 
out of class, ask your children 
what that means. I am sure they 
will be able to show you. 

We are learning to share 
with each other and listen 
to what others have to say. 
We have been looking at 
how our bodies work and 
how to keep them healthy. 

We have been learning 
about our 5 senses and 
are getting better at 
dressing and undressing 
ourselves independently. It 
would be great if parents 
could help with this at 
home too.
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Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 1 have settled so brilliantly into 
their new classes and all the staff in 
Year 1 are very proud of them all. We 
have had a term packed with fantastic 
phonics, excellent english, magnificent 
maths and lots of COOL Time 
(Choosing Our Own Learning Time)! 
We have found out lots about different 
types of transport, thought about 
Autumn and the changing weather and 
had lots of fun making rubbings and 
printing in Art. What a busy and 
exciting first term for Year 1! Well Done 
everyone!

Last week Year 2 visited 
Shinewater Park to 
observe the animals that 
live there and their 
habitats. We saw lots of 
animals including birds, 
squirrels, swans, ducks, 
geese and fish. We 
explored where they live, 
this included in trees, in 
long grass and in and 
around the lake. We will 
use our knowledge of 
animals and their habitats 
to create junk-modelling 
structures in Design & 
Shine this week! Thank you so much to the parents that volunteered to help 

out on the school trip, your help is much appreciated!



Week 8Wow, what a busy, exciting fun term we have had 
together! We have really enjoyed our topic 'Stone 
Age to Iron Age'. We are very lucky to have lots of 
clever historians in Year 3!  This Learning adventure 
has linked amazingly well with our outdoor learning 
and Art, so we have been fully immersed in the 
Stone Age! We have been so impressed with the 
children's' writing and both classes were presented 
an award in celebration assembly last week. Every 
Tuesday, the children have the wonderful 
opportunity to learn to play the ukulele. This is with 
our specialist music teacher Mrs. Vinson. We hope 
to perform two songs to parents at the end of next 
term. Thank you so much to the parents for 
supporting reading, spellings, homework and 
helping us in school. 

Year 3 on a Mammoth Hunt 

Year 4
Year 4 have had an excellent start to 
the year! The children were 
particularly enthusiastic about their 
learning adventure topic; volcanoes. 
We have had some outstanding 
homework handed in including 
volcanoes made out of paper mache, 
Lego and even cake! In art, the 
children learned a range of sewing 
stitches and designed and made 
volcanoes (with help from our 
wonderful parents and carers!) In 
science, we have been learning about 
electricity. The children have learnt to 
construct simple circuits. We even put 
our skills to the test in Design and 
Shine where we are in the process of 
creating an electrical board game. 
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Year 5

Year 6

Year 6 have had a fantastic first term 
learning about life in Victorian Britain - 
including some of the less appealing aspects 
like life in the workhouses and why Victorian 
people were so keen to avoid the hospitals!  
The children have written descriptions of 
Victorian London and biographies of Queen 
Victoria and have studied the work of 
Victorian printer William Morris in Art before 
producing prints of their own based on his 
designs.  We’re now well in the swing of 
Year 6 life and are really looking forward to 
everything that Term 2 (and our new learning 
adventure topic, ‘We’ll Meet Again’ - all 
about WW2) will bring.

Last week of term 1 can only mean one thing... 
Design and Shine! The children have been looking at 
CAMs mechanisms in order to make a moving toy fit 
for a 4-5 year old. To begin with, they explored the 
mechanism itself and learnt how they work, what 
movements they can make and how to create them. 
Then, they did some market research by visiting the 
children in Reception and sharing their initial ideas 
with them. The Reception children voted on 
their favourite and the children started to think about 
the process in which they would need to follow in 
order to make their toy and what role each member of 
their group would have during the construction. They 
had a whole day to create their toys and worked 
incredibly well in their groups. We focused on being 
Teamwork Tigers, Positive Pandas and Resilient 
Rhinos, because it was not an easy make! The 
finished products were incredible! 
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Author Visit-Rob Lloyd Jones 
Last week we were delighted to 
welcome the author Rob Lloyd Jones 
back to Shinewater. 
This time it was the turn of Years 3 
and 4 to be entertained by Rob. His 
sessions are always highly interactive 
and great fun. He told us all about 
the process of writing his latest 
book, ‘Me, My Brother and the 
Monster Meltdown’ and read the 
first chapter to us. Everyone in the 
hall enjoyed the presentation and 
asked Rob some thoughtful questions.

Rob brought some copies of his new 
book and signed them for us. Year 4 
have already began to read the book. 

Afterwards, Rob told the teachers 
that he always loves coming to 
Shinewater as the children are such 
enthusiastic readers; we were 
thrilled to hear that!

Congratulations to our Bedrock ‘Word 
Champions’ for September: Ash in 6LS, 

who scored the most points in the school 
and Katie in 6KJ, who made the most 

progress!
May you continue to progress 

boldly and 
ambitiously through the 

Bedrock challenges this year!
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Online Safety 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/paren
ts/articles/keeping-your-under-five-
safe-online/

You must be 18+ to use or 13+ with parental 
permission. Omegle is a social networking/chat 
website that connects two strangers together for 
either a text or a video chat. Chats are anonymous 
unless a user provides this information. Omegle states 
that “Omegle video chat is moderated. However, 
moderation is not perfect. You may still encounter 
people who misbehave.” 

What should I be aware of? 
• No registration is required to access 
Omegle (therefore no age verification) 
and there are no reporting facilities. 
• Users are given an option to save the 
chat's log and share the link. It is also 
possible for other users to take 
screenshots of text and video chats. 

We recommend that 
Omegle is not used 
by children due to 
the potential 
imagery shared and 
language used which 
can be explicit. 

Gaming communities are 
platforms which allow gaming 
fans to meet, chat, watch top 
gamers in action via live 
streaming, access forum 
discussions and keep in touch 
with others who have similar 
gaming interests. Reddit and 
Discord are two popular sites 
associated with social gaming 
communities. Both these sites 
have an age rating of 13+.

Parent zone has put together a 
guide to help families understand 
the benefits and risks of gaming 
communities for children and offer 
suggestions of how parents can help 
support safety on such sites. 
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/g
aming-communities

Gaming Communities

According to the latest research from Ofcom, nearly half of all 3-4 year olds 
have their own tablet (Children and parents: media use and attitudes report 
2022) so it is never too early to start chatting to our children about how to 
stay safe online. This article is specifically aimed at those with children under 
the age of 5 and discusses the benefits of being online as well as how to 
create a safer online environment. You can read the article here: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/keeping-your-under-five-safe-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/keeping-your-under-five-safe-online/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/keeping-your-under-five-safe-online/
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/gaming-communities
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/gaming-communities
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Make Lunch Half  Term Meals

Eastbourne 
Foodbank

We are still 
collecting 

donations for 
the Eastbourne 
foodbank if you 

have any suitable 
non perishable 
food or hygiene 

items please 
send them in to 

your class 
teacher. 
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Our assemblies have been focused on supporting our mental health. 
Mental health issues affect us all at some pint in our lives. Here are some 

top tips for supporting your child.
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We hope the following pages are useful 
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